[Electron microscopy in oral squamous cell carcinoma of elderly patients].
Squamous cell carcinoma is the most frequent tumor occurring in the oral cavity. The aim of the study is to point out the fine-structural characteristics of the tumor cells and of the adjacent stromal cells, trying to establish a correlation between these characteristics and the biological behavior of the tumor. We performed an electron microscopic investigation for tree elderly patients diagnosed with oral squamous cell carcinoma. The tumoral cells presented nuclear abnormalities and the reduction of the intercellular cohesion, through an increase in the intercellular spaces, and desmosomal modifications. Through the abundance and the variety of the cellular types, the stromal component represented a positive response from the host. In the diagnosis of the oral carcinoma, the electron microscopic exam supplements the light microscopic investigation, revealing important morphologic elements at a subcellular level (regarding the nucleus, cellular organelles, and junctions).